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SECRETARY REPORT 

 
 
Throughout 2022 the NSW Branch of the Australian Institute of Physics has continued 
to increase the profile of physics within industry, academia and the wider general 
community by becoming more professional, unique and creative in its 
advertising/market initiatives in attracting awareness of the physics community in 
attending activities in 2022.  
 
This outstandingly successful year has only been possible through the efforts of the 
hard working and dedicated members of the NSWAIP Branch committee. A number of 
years ago, this committee made the strategic decision to focus on organising major 
public presentations, rather than to continue with the usual public talks and events that 
have been attracting ever decreasing audiences and interest.  
 
This growth has been based upon major public presentations that consisted of the 
Frontiers of Science Forum, WIP Lecture, STEM Education and Industry Forum, 
AIP & RACI Presidents Dinner, AIP / ANSTO / RACI & RSNSW Combined Event, 
Physics in the Pub, Einstein Lecture, and the Postgraduate Awards Day and 
various events, sponsored academic prizes and awards to outstanding young students 
and scientists.  
 
As the NSW Secretary, I would personally like to express my sincere gratitude to all 
members of the NSW AIP Branch Executive who helped make 2022 such a successful 
period. The success has only been possible through the hard work and professional 
dedication of the committee members.  
 
We had a wonderful and busy scientific program this year that featured prolific 
presenters from a variety of areas in physics and education that engaged our wider 
general community. The public lectures were centred on joint events co-sponsored by 
the AIP and other scientific organizations as well as unique AIP events. 
 
A key aim of the AIP is to recognize excellence – something that we do across the 
spectrum of physics (and science in general) – from primary school, through 
undergraduate and postgraduate achievement through to outreach. The Australian 
Institute of Physics NSW Branch congratulates all recipients for their incredible 
achievements – a full list of award winners is provided below. 
 
We commenced the year by hosting an outstanding 4th Frontiers of Science Forum 
on Friday 24th March at the Concord Golf Club. The most recent Frontiers in Science 
forum was an astounding success and raised the roof on a range of areas. It was 
fantastic to see a wide range of speakers sharing their insight and learnings in their 
specialist area. Presenting to a full house, our presenters not only provided a lecture 
style series but were able to speak with authority and humour. Areas included eating, 
nanoparticles, health, life expectancy, thermal gradients in cells, collaboration…all of 
the questions, all of the answers.  
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L-R: Prof Johannes Le Coutre; Prof Martina Stenzel; Ian Woolf; Prof 

Chris Tisdell and Prof Benjamin Eggleton 

 
Hon Alister Henskens SC MP, Minister for Science, Innovation and Technology, 
Minister for Skills and Training opened the ceremony and regaled us with stories of his 
past work in the area of the Sciences, encouraging us in our work in the area. Our 
speakers included Professor Johannes Le Coutre, Prof Martina Stenzel, Prof 
Chris Tisdell and Prof Benjamin Eggleton. Each speaker addressed and explored 
major discoveries and theories in physics, mathematics, biology and chemistry at this 
year’s combined Australian Institute of Physics, The Teachers’ Guild of NSW, The 
Royal Society of New South Wales and the Royal Australian Chemical Institute event. 
  
Professor Johannes le Coutre presented a broad spectrum of ideas. His talk was 
entitled 'From Botanists and Butterflies to Populations and Planets'. He provided 
insight to the minutiae of food, from production to waste. The science of food is an area 
of social demand and dissent, and his insight brought many thoughts and ideas to 
consider. Professor Martina Stenzel presented some incredible ideas and 
understandings about nano-particles and its application with medicines. The future of 
medicine is incredible to consider when this work is incorporated with its application. 
Professor Ben Eggleton provided some astounding thoughts about the future 
applications of light and photonics. His teams work on an international level and their 
future is bright. Dr Chris Tisdell presented a really fun perspective on the development 
of tools in the world of Physics and physics teaching.  
  
Ian Woolf kindly hosted the Question-and-Answer session and all of the presenters 
humoured us with their thoughts when we asked our questions. The respondents were 
kind and patient with our comments and out of the box thinking. Once again, the event 
was both thought provoking and informative, and we are grateful for the generous 
collaboration that created this once in a lifetime event.  
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Hon Alister Henskens SC MP Minister for Science, Innovation and 
Technology, Minister for Skills and Training 

 
The recording of the event has been included in the following link to re-watch and 
share Watch Recording 
 
On the 3rd of April and 16th of October, Dr Scott Martin coordinated the NSW Branch 
bi-annual forums with NSW university Heads of School/Department and also Sven 
Rogge, our AIP President. It was, once again, a time for us to share the challenges 
and aspirations of current university circumstances and to provide support and 
fellowship to each other. This successful initiative will continue in 2023 to support 
connections and collaboration opportunities for our Heads of School/Department in 
Physics with the AIPNSW Branch. 
 
The NSW Branch of the Australian Institute of Physics (AIP) was very excited when 
the 2022 Women in Physics (WIP) Lecturer, Associate Professor Katarina Miljkovic 
(Curtin University) announced her national tour which included a whirlwind visit to NSW 
presenting her tour theme “Impact physics in planetary science”. The AIP Women 
in Physics Lecture Series is one of our annual highlights, intended to spread to a non-
specialist audience awareness of research and the possibilities offered by studying 
physics. It was only during the mid-20th century that impact craters on Earth were 
confirmed as originating from rocks which arose in outer space. Since then, space 
missions have brought back data from similar phenomena affecting the crusts of other 
planetary bodies. These impact events play a key element in planetary evolution, 
including that of Earth. In her lectures, Prof Miljkovic outlined her modelling work on 
impact processes, cratering mechanics and shock physics applied to geological 
materials. She further discussed how her numerical modelling compares with data from 
space missions such as NASA’s GRAIL and InSight. 

https://nsw.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=99f27638f30f8eea385558ff8&id=a24ec098e6&e=57d57d5321
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This event focused on schools with Prof Miljkovic visiting a number of schools in 
Sydney and Wollongong, as well as Macquarie University and The Space Science 
Centre in Wollongong. This event was organised and led so professionally by Dr 
Graeme Melville in raising the profile of the women in physics, especially at the high 
school level. The NSW branch of the Australian Institute of Physics sincerely thanks 
Prof Miljkovic for her time and expert knowledge. 
 
A joint event with RACI, RSNSW and ANSTO, was held on Tuesday 21 June at 
ANSTO on Big Science of GEN IV Power reactors which was presented live at 
the ANSTO Discovery Centre.  
 
This event is an annual collaboration between the Australian Institute of Physics (AIP), 
Royal Australian Chemical Institute (RACI) and the Royal Society NSW (RSNSW), and 
Australian Nuclear Science Technology Organisation (ANSTO). 
 

 
 
Globally, there is renewed interest and investment in Nuclear Power Plants. Exciting 
new developments include Small Modular Reactors, the research and design of six 
new reactor technologies (known as Generation IV) and the use of nuclear reactors in 
space. Dr Mark Ho, Vice President of the Australia Nuclear Association, provided 
an update on these cutting-edge advanced reactor designs that have unprecedented 
versatility, can be paired with renewable generating sources and can be less expensive 
than previous reactors. The Australian Institute of Physics sincerely thanks Dr Mark 
Ho for presenting at this year’s combined AIP, RACI, Royal Society and ANSTO 
meeting. 
 

On Friday 12th August, the AIP and RACI came together to organise our first inaugural 
joint Presidents’ Dinner between the NSW Branches of the Australian Institute of 
Physics and the Royal Australian Chemical Institute in an evening of celebration, 
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networking and recognition. RACI and AIP have a growing history of joint events 
bringing together exceptional speakers providing our members and guests with 
informative talks and stimulating conversation in a relaxed and social environment at 
the beautiful Concord Golf Club. Our members and guests were treated to a generous 
3-course meals and a line-up of exceptional presenters.  
 
Associate Professor Julian Cox, School of Chemical Engineering, University of New 
South Wales; Dr Adam Martin, 2019/2020 Nyholm Youth Lecturer Director of 
Chemistry at PYC Therapeutics, Perth and Dr Helen Cartledge, Executive Director 
Engineering and Logistics for Maritime Integrated Warfare Systems (MIWS) Branch in 
Defence. 
 

 
L-R: Back Row: Dr Scott Martin, Dr Adam Martin, Dr Frederick Osman, 

Dr Ken Silburn, Associate and Professor Julian Cox 
L-R: Seated Row: Professor Michael Lerch, Dr Danny Wong, Professor 

Sven Rogge and A/Prof Graeme Melville 

 

Special thanks to our dinner sponsors 
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Each year the Australian Institute of Physics of New South Wales Branch nominates a 
distinguished speaker whose work has covered a wide range of topics with an 
emphasis on Einstein’s ideas and their consequences for physics and technology 
today.  
 
This year Professor Geraint Lewis and Professor Tara Murphy presented the 17th 
Einstein Lecture at the UNSW Keith Burrows Lecture on Wednesday 14 September 
2022. The lecture was titled “Ripples in Space and Time”.  
 
In this talk, we were taken on a journey exploring Einstein’s gravitational waves, from 
their faltering theoretical beginnings to their successful detection in one of the world’s 
most sensitive experiments. The exciting twin lecture by world renowned experts, 
Professor Geraint Lewis and Professor Tara Murphy looked into the future, to more 
powerful gravitational wave telescopes, that hold the promise of revealing some of the 
biggest mysteries in the cosmos. The lecture was presented in partnership with the 
Australian Institute of Physics (NSWAIP) and UNSW Science School of Physics. 
 
For those who may have missed it, or would like to watch it again, the recording is 
available to watch and share with your friends, family and 
colleagues https://youtu.be/hcQRN1_sAos 
 

 
L-R: Dr Frederick Osman, Professor Geraint Lewis, Professor 

Tara Murphy and A/Prof Graeme Melville 
 
The Australian Institute of Physics held its Physics in the Pub on Friday 26 of August 
2022, at the new refurbished venue of Harold Park Hotel, 70A Ross St Forest Lodge. 
The live event will be remembered as a vibrant showcase of physics, and a fun for 
everyone: people from the world of physics, their friends, family members and guests, 
general public, presenters and organizers. ‘Our 2022 line-up included: 
 
Zahra Bouya (BOM) is going to share her love of the beauty of physics - especially 
the aurora. Come prepared to be wowed.  

https://youtu.be/hcQRN1_sAos
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Lesley Spencer (UTS) studies light, but not as we know it, captain. Unlike the unruly 
light globe that sprays light everywhere, hers are quantum light sources that emit only 
one photon at a time. 
 
Ritika (UTS) is building just such a single-photon light source - that is at the same time 
ultra-bright. How will she resolve this puzzling riddle? 
 
Physics is broken, says Anthony Carbone (UNSW). Mass, gravity, general relativity 
even the concept of measurement itself! The crucial clue: airline weight limits. 
 
What actually goes on in high school physics class? You might be surprised to know 
the reality, says Dr Simon Crook (CrookEd Science and USyd). 
 
John August is the presenter of Roving Spotlight on Radio Skid Row - his roving 
spotlight will cover eclipses, the moon’s orbit in the 1870s, and the quote ‘science is 
predatory’. 
 
Greg Pitt is a teacher who believes he can see the future. Magic? Astrology? Or some 
other mystical power? (I have a hunch it might be physics…) 
 
Phil Dooley (Phil Up On Science) is going to take a look at the big questions of life, 
death and the universe - from a physics viewpoint. 
 

 
L-R: Dr Frederick Osman and Dr Phil Dooley 
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On behalf of the Australian Institute of Physics, we would like to thank all our 
presenters that participated at another highly successful entertaining Physics in the 
Pub event. Thank you to the Harold Park Hotel for hosting an excellent venue and 
hospitality/service during the evening which was very much appreciated by our 155 
attendees that attended the event. 
  
Thank you to the Laboratories Credit Union (LCU) and Sally Boswell in supporting 
our event as we appreciate the continued partnership and kind support with the 
Australian Institute of Physics.  
 
For those who may have missed it, or would like to watch it again, the recording is 
available to watch and share with your friends, family and 
colleagues https://youtu.be/sa8zWwDhbbI 
  
We look forward to see you again for another AIP NSW Physics in Pub.  
 
On Wednesday 28 September, The Australian Institute of Physics and The Teachers’ 
Guild of New South Wales held a very successful STEM Education and Industry 
Forum with passionate and inspiring educators that work together to champion STEM 
education as a valid and worthwhile pathway.  
 
The joint forum was held at The William Inglis Hotel. Following an unprecedented year 
of challenges and disruption, an open dialogue amongst the STEM education 
stakeholders has never been more requisite as we connected professionals to leading 
STEM educationalists. The forum focused on the topic Excellence in STEM Learning.  
 

 
 
The forum connected together STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 
professionals to share ideas, career opportunities and resources from schools and 
industry into the classroom.  Invited Speakers included: 
 
Heather Catchpole, Co-founder, CEO and Head of Content at Refraction Media 
Dr Scott Sleap, STEM Project Advisor 7-12, Curriculum Secondary Learners, 
Curriculum and Reform Directorate 
International Science and Engineering Panel Session by Lachlan Bolton; Lucy Lake; 
Mary-Anne Poyitt and Chaired by Stuart Garth, Redeemer Baptist School 
Teach Meet Spotlight Panel Sessions by Amy Ayres; Dr Simon Crook; Dr Erin 
Mackenzie; Dr Ken Silburn and Chaired by Dr Lauren Knussen, University of 
Technology Sydney 
Professor Manjula Devi Sharma, Director, STEM Teacher Enrichment Academy 

https://youtu.be/sa8zWwDhbbI


AIP NSW Branch Annual Report for 2022     

          Prepared by: Dr Frederick Osman 

           2022 NSW Branch Secretary 

 
 

 

Pg-11 

Rod Dowler, National Education and Engagement Manager Australian Nuclear 
Science Technology Organisation 
Julianne Stanton, CSIRO Education & Outreach 
Associate Professor Jane Hunter, FASS: Centre for Research on Education in a 
Digital Society, University of Technology Sydney and 
Renee Noble, CEO and Founder, ConnectED Code 
 

 
L-R: Dr Frederick Osman, Professor Michael Lerch, Dr Scott Sleap and 

Dr Simon Crook 
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On behalf of The Teachers’ Guild of New South Wales, and The Australian Institute of 
Physics, we would like to express our thanks again to all that participated in the 2022 
STEM Education and Industry Forum.  
 
The recording of the event has been included in the following link to re-watch and 
share. Check out the presentation recordings for all our speakers from the event! 
 
My congratulations also go to all our award winners in NSW Physics during 2022. 
The Australian Institute of Physics in New South Wales has instituted this annual prize 
to recognise the work of AIP NSW Best Graduating Students nominated by each 
Physics Institution in New South Wales.  
 
We were privileged this year to acknowledge prizes of $250, and a certificate citing the 
achievement of AIP NSW Best Graduating Student in recognition for outstanding 
performance in the Physics undergraduate program from the individual institution. This 
initiative has been set-up to recognize and target students to be involved in future AIP 
initiatives. The AIP congratulates all the winners on their achievements. A full list of 
award winners is provided below. 
 
The NSW Branch of the Australian Institute of Physics in conjunction with the Royal 
Australian Chemical Institute and the Royal Society of NSW held its annual 
Postgraduate Awards Day at the Concord Golf Club on Tuesday 8 November.  
 
Each New South Wales University was invited to nominate one student to compete for 
the $500 prize and Postgraduate medal on that day. We would like thank the generous 
support of The Royal Society of NSW to award the Jak Kelly prize of $500 as a 
separate award category for this event. 
 
The Jak Kelly Award was created in honour of Professor Jak Kelly (1928-2012), who 
was the Head of Physics at The University of New South Wales from 1985 to 1989, 
was made an Honorary Professor of University of Sydney in 2004, and was President 
of the Royal Society of NSW in 2005 and 2006.  
 
Its purpose is to encourage excellence in postgraduate research in Physics. It is 
supported by the Royal Society of NSW and the Australian Institute of Physics, NSW 
Branch. The winner is selected from a short list of candidates who made presentations 
at the Australian Institute of Physics, NSW Branch Postgraduate Awards. 
 
Previous winners of the Royal Society of NSW Jak Kelly Awards include: 2010: Julian 
King (UNSW); 2011: Martin Fuechsle (UNSW); 2012: Andrew Ong (UNSW); 2013: 
Xavier Zambrana-Puylato (MAQ), 2014: Linh Tran (UOW), 2015: James Colless 
(USYD), 2016: Matthew Barr (UNCL), 2017: Moritz Merklein (USYD), 2018: Anita 
Petzler (MAQ) 2019: Gayathri Bharathan (MAQ), 2020 Matthew Donnelly (UNSW), 
2021 Zain Mehdi (ANU) and 2022 Shankar Dutt (ANU) 
 

https://www.teachersguild.nsw.edu.au/stem
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The presenters at the Postgraduate Awards event were asked to make a 20-minute 
presentation on their postgraduate research in Physics, and the presentation was 
judged on the criteria (1) content and scientific quality, (2) clarity and (3) presentation 
skills.  
 
The nominated speakers for 2022 were: 
 

• Saurabh BHARDWAJ, Macquarie University, School of 

Mathematical and Physical Sciences 

 Femtosecond laser inscribed point-by-point Bragg gratings in few-mode 

optical fibre 

• Yuanming WANG, University of Sydney, School of Physics 

 Studying Extreme Time-Domain Phenomena with the Australian Square 

Kilometre Array Pathfinder 

• Giovanni PIEROBON, University of New South Wales, School of 

Physics 

 Exploring the invisible: axion dark matter in the galaxy 

• Shankar DUTT Australian National University, Research School of 

Physics 

 Sensing one molecule at a time: A pathway to personalized healthcare 

and early detection of Alzheimer’s and MS 

• Ivan ZHIGULIN, University of Technology Sydney, School of 

Mathematical and Physical Sciences  

 Revealing the nature of blue quantum emitters in hexagonal Boron Nitride 

via the Stark effect 

• Levi MADDEN, University of Wollongong, School of Physics  

Optical dosimeters for radiotherapy with MRI-LINACs  
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   Dr Danny Wong & Saurabh Bhardwaj      Dr Danny Wong & Yuanming Wang      Dr Danny Wong & Giovanni Pierobon 

 

         
     Dr Danny Wong & Shankar Dutt                Dr Danny Wong & Ivan Zhigulin           Dr Danny Wong & Levi Madden 

 
These awards have been created to encourage excellence in postgraduate work, and 
all nominees who participate in the Postgraduate Awards Day also received a special 
medal recognising the nominee’s high standing. 
 
The winner of the Australian Institute of Physics Postgraduate Presentation for 2022 
was awarded to Yuanming WANG, University of Sydney, School of Physics.  
 
Yuanming received the 2022 AIP Crystal Postgraduate figurine, and a $500 award 
from the Australian Institute of Physics.  
 
The Australian Institute of Physics congratulates Yuanming WANG on this 
outstanding achievement. The runners up all received an AIP award plaque 
recognising their high standing.  
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Dr Tim Van der Laan from AIPNSW congratulating Yuanming WANG, 

University of Sydney, School of Physics - 2022 AIP NSW Postgraduate 
Award Winner 

 
The winner of the Royal Society of NSW Jak Kelly Award for 2022 was awarded to 
Shankar DUTT, Australian National University, Research School of Physics. 
 
Shankar received the 2022 Jak Kelly Award prize from the Royal Society of NSW. 
The Royal Society of New South Wales congratulates Shankar on this outstanding 
achievement. 
 
The AIP, RACI and RSNSW congratulates all the Postgraduate students for their 
outstanding presentations! 
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Dr Erik Aslaksen from RSNSW congratulating Shankar DUTT from the 

Australian National University, Research School of Physics - 2022 
Royal Society of NSW Jak Kelly Award Winner 

 
The AIP would like to sincerely thank the judging panel for their time and dedication in 
judging the 2022 presentations: 
 

• Dr Jesse Shore – Prismatic Sciences 

• Tibor Molnar – Honorary Research Associate, Department of Philosophy, 
University of Sydney  

• Dr Timothy Van der Laan – Australian Institute of Physics NSW 

• Dr Erik Aslaksen – The Royal Society of New South Wales 
 
In its ninth year, the NSW Branch recognised the work of individuals for community 
outreach to the discipline of physics in New South Wales. The Award seeks to 
acknowledge an individual, with a clearly notable record of work in contributing to 
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outreach, physics education, and has demonstrated passion for the study of physics 
in New South Wales.  
 
The Australian Institute of Physics congratulates Dr Devika Kamath, Stellar 
Astrophysicist and a Senior Lecturer at Macquarie University as our ninth-year winner 
of the Community Outreach to Physics Award in 2022.  

 

 

Dr Devika Kamath is internationally recognised for her work on observational studies 
of dying stars and was awarded the ARC DECRA fellowship (2019) for tackling a long-
standing question in astrophysics: ‘How are chemical elements in the Universe 
produced?’. Devika is a vigorous leader in STEM outreach who uses her research and 
physics background as a pathfinder to encourage young people into STEM careers. 
 
Her outreach activities are interdisciplinary and focus on various age groups. They are 
based not only on her research (e.g., “Romancing the Stars”, Live for Vivid Sydney – 
ABC Ockham’s Razor 2019; The night sky with Sydney Observatory 2019-present) but 
also on fields such as modern physics (e.g., her piece on “How time is relative” for ABC 
Science 2020, 626K views), and big-data-sciences (e.g., her involvement as panellist 
for the Big-Data-Science webinar for Australasian Leadership Computing 
Symposium). 
 
When events such as Vivid Sydney and National Science Week were compromised 
due to COVID (2020/2021), Devika initiated “MQ Space Travels” - a new Live 
Streaming Series intertwining astronomy with state-of-the art technology and story-
telling. This event not only engaged the community, locally and globally, but also 
provided students with experience in science communication and outreach, reflecting 
on Devika’s inclination for mentoring and promoting students. 
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Physics and astrophysics struggle to advance gender and cultural equity. Devika has 
made notable impacts by leveraging her research to improve student uptake of STEM 
subjects via dedicated outreach and mentoring events targeted at primary/high school 
students. One of her initiatives includes designing (from scratch) a collaboration with 
the Girls’ Day by Goethe-Institut-Australien (years: 7,8), which provides students from 
several schools in NSW with the opportunity to visit MQ for one day to ‘experience 
University’ and research oriented- STEM activities, and to interact with female STEM 
leaders. 
 

 
Dr Devika Kamath 

2022 Community Outreach to Physics Award Winner 
 
She also strives to bring a taste of ‘university’ to regional areas by engaging with 
students and families from low socio-economic backgrounds. A highlight includes her 
lead role in the NSW Upper Hunter Region roadshow (Nov 2019), where they engaged 
with ~1000 people over five days, including students, teachers, parents, the community 
and local politicians. Devika has established connections with Aurora College – the 
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NSW Department of Education’s virtual school, providing students in rural and remote 
communities with the opportunity to connect locally and learn globally. A highlight 
includes 5 Aurora College Masterclasses in Astronomy and Astrophysics (May 2021, 
years:7-12). Currently, as a 2022 Sydney Observatory Resident (one of the 8 out of 
~110 applicants), Devika has initiated a new project: ‘Seeing Our Universe Through 
Cultural Lenses’, which brings to the forefront modern scientific breakthroughs in 
astronomy and astrophysics that hold interesting nexuses to ancient cultures. 
Outcomes will be presented through talks and visual mediums, thereby celebrating 
cultural diversity in science. The above represents only a fraction of her dedication to 
outreach and community engagement. Her passion for her subject is instantly apparent 
in every presentation she delivers. Young women (and men) considering science 
careers could not have a stronger role model. Dr Devika Kamath contributions and 
passion for physics makes her a very worthy recipient of the 2022 NSW Community 
Outreach to Physics Award from the New South Wales Branch of the Australian 
Institute of Physics. 
 

 
Dr Devika Kamath with Sally Boswell | Laboratories Credit Union 

Business Development Manager   
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Australian Institute of Physics New South Wales Awards in 2022 
 
AIP NSW Community Outreach to Physics Award is presented to an individual 
that seek to achieve activities that engage our community and contribute to 
public engagement within physics. In its ninth year, the AIP NSW Branch 
congratulates Dr Devika Kamath from Macquarie University as the very worthy 
recipient in 2022. 
  
AIP NSW Annual Postgraduate Awards in Physics are open to nominated 
postgraduate individuals to compete for the AIP NSW Postgraduate Medal and the 
Royal Society of NSW Jak Kelly prize. These awards have been created to encourage 
excellence in postgraduate physics research: 
  
AIP NSW Postgraduate Physics Award Winner  
Yuanming Wang, University of Sydney, School of Physics 
 
AIP NSW Postgraduate: Royal Society of NSW Jak Kelly Award Winner  
Shankar Dutt, Australian National University, Research School of Physics 
  
AIP NSW Postgraduate Excellence Certificates 
Congratulations to the following 2022 recipients who were nominated and participated 
in the NSW Postgraduate awards recognising the nominee’s highest standing: 
  
Saurabh Bhardwaj, Macquarie University, School of Mathematical and Physical 
Sciences 
Giovanni Pierobon, University of New South Wales, School of Physics 
Ivan Zhigulin, University of Technology Sydney, School of Mathematical and Physical 
Sciences  
Levi Madden, University of Wollongong, School of Physics  
 
AIP NSW Best Graduating Student Prizes 
The NSW best graduating student prizes acknowledge individuals nominated by each 
Physics Institution, with superior performance in their studies: 
  
Armando Perri, University of New South Wales, School of Physics 
Jay Archer, University of Wollongong, School of Physics 
Adrien Di Lonardo, University of Technology Sydney, School of Mathematical and 
Physical Sciences  
 
AIP NSW Most Outstanding Physics K-12 prizes with the Science Teachers 
Association of NSW Young Scientist Awards 
The branch committee assesses and awards prizes to the top three projects in the 
theme “Drones, Droids and Robots”: 
 
First prize: TARS (Year 11-12 project) 
Second prize: Timmy The Bushfire Rover (Year 5-6 project) 
Third prize: Robot Hand (Year 3-4 project) 
 
In summary, I hope that 2022 will be viewed as a positive year for the NSWAIP and 
that the initiative, team work and efforts of the Branch committee will lead to further 
growth and development of the Australian Institute of Physics in New South Wales in 
2023. 


	The Australian Institute of Physics congratulates Dr Devika Kamath, Stellar Astrophysicist and a Senior Lecturer at Macquarie University as our ninth-year winner of the Community Outreach to Physics Award in 2022.

